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DECEMBER 23, 1947 


Moderator Denny: 

Good evening, neighbors. A 
few weeks ago, we invited you to 
tell us the kind of programs you 
would like to have the night be- 
fore Christmas Eve and the night 
before New Year’s Eve. The two 
programs we've planned are di- 
fectly in response to your sug- 
“gestions. 

Tonight, we are high in the 
Adirondack Mountains of New 
York State, where we are the guests 
of the Lake Placid Club, which, 
like Town Hall, has only recently 
passed its 50th birthday. The 
Lake Placid Club, founded in 1895 
by Dr. Melvil Dewey, in 1904 
began a winter sports program for 
which it is now internationally re- 
howned. Yes, and it’s a most ap- 
propriate place for us to hold this 
discussion, for here tonight the 
world in solemn stillness lies. The 
ground is covered with a soft 
blanket of pure white snow, and 
the stars stand out as clearly as 
they must have done for those 
shepherds 2,000 years ago. 
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Two thousand years ago—that’s 
a long time for any one man’s 
influence to last. Yet, not many 
hours from now, millions of 
families all over the world will be 
celebrating the birth of this Man 
who was born so humbly 2,000 
years ago. 

At your request, your Town 
Meeting raises a number of ques- 
tions. Just how sincere is this 
world-wide celebration and what 
does it mean? Are we moving 
toward a wider acceptance of 
Christian principles or away from 
it? 

When you wrapped your Christ- 
mas gifts for your family and 
friends, did you give a thought 
to the Wise Men who brought 
their gifts to the infant Jesus 2,000 
years ago, or were you, by any 
chance, thinking of the gifts you 
would receive in return? Or was 
your Christmas shopping just. an- 
other chore to have done with as 
soon as possible? 

I believe it’s generally accepted 
that the heart of Christianity is 


contained in Christ’s Sermon on 
the Mount in which He said, “No 
man can serve two masters, for 
either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will 
hold to the one and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” 

Here is the heart of tonight’s 
discussion. Are we who call our- 
selves Christians attempting to 
setve both God and mammon? 
Christianity is based upon a faith 
that if we do certain things cer- 
tain other things will happen. Our 
speakers will be more specific 
about this conflict in a moment, 
but only you—each of you listen- 
ing and the millions who are not 
listening—hold the real answer to 
this question. 

Yes, the evidence is confusing 
and bewildering, but that’s all the 
more reason why we must try to 
think it through. 

Do we really have faith in the 
principles taught by Jesus Christ 
2,000 years ago, or do we still 
worship at the shrine of material- 
ism? Or, are we like that certain 
General who said, ‘Trust in God 
but keep your powder dry”? 

Norman Cousins, editor of The 
Saturday Review of Literature and 
Mr. Charles G. Paulding, manag- 
ing editor of The Commonweal, 
believe that the battle is going 
against Christianity. 

Dr. Ethel Alpenfels, anthro- 
pologist of. New York University, 
and Dr. Stanley High, a former 


editor of The Christian ual 
and now one of the roamitl 
editors of The Reader’s Digej 
believe that Christianity is a | 
ning. So let’s hear first from t] 

provocative and always interestit}| 
editor of The Saturday Review ||) 
Literature, author of the stimula 
ing volume, Modern Man is Oj 
solete, Mr. Norman Cousins. (Ai) 
plause.) 


Mr. Cousins: | 

Thank you, Mr. Denny. Yq Y 
were much too kind to me in yo) ~ 
introduction. Now, I’d like |) 
give the audience the real loy) 
down on one aspect of myself thi} 
may help to explain the positiq) 
I am taking in tonight’s debat} — 


For a long time now, 
dulged in a pretty grim hobby 
I've been poking around the bo 
of dead civilization in an attem)| 
to find out what caused tho} 
civilizations to die. In the cou i. 
of trying to fill out for mysql 
what you might call a coronei| 
report on certain key periods | 


the diseases of civilization. 

I should like to list just two 
those diseases and their sympto 
alJ with respect to the world toda 

Disease No. 1—swelling of t 
ego. This disease is bad enoug 


| 
| ; 
y 


| 
| 
' 


when it afflicts individuals, bij 
when the ego germ hits groups , 
peoples or nations, it is mall 
poisoning. It all starts when so | 


group begins to assert its superio 
H) 


ity over others because of the 


coloration of skin, or the denomina- 
tion of church, or a factory ad- 
dress, or the amount of horse- 


power in a-car. 


When a nation becomes afflicted 


_ with a bloating of the ego, terrible 


things begin to happen. Astig- 


matism sets in, which prevents 


that nation from seeing anything 
but its own side of an argument. 


The ears close over so that it can 
hear only its own praises. Mean- 


while, the muscles bulge and the 


fist tightens, and force soon be- 


comes the only means of communi- 


cation. 
A doctor called in to treat this 


_| disease would probably prescribe 
cold compresses and then a routine 


of organized living under a com- 


'mon authority having adequate 
_ power to enforce its decisions over 
| all parties concerned for their own 
common benefit. In today’s terms 
il! that means world law. 


Disease No. 2 — hardening of 


the sympathies. This is a serious 
_disease because it represents the 
I 

worst of all forms of heart trouble, 


most commonly known by the ex- 
pression, ‘He hasn’t got a heart.” 

Now this disease makes people 
very slow to recognize the needs 
of others. It causes them to 
dawdle and fuss and delay about 
how much help they should give 
others at a time when help, in 
order to be effective, must take the 
form of immediate—adequate as- 
‘sistance, no matter how great the 


cost, no matter how great the sac- 
tifice. 

In this disease, there is a sudden 
tush of the blood away from the 


‘brain and the heart in order to 


take care of the increased needs of 
the stomach, which then becomes 
the supreme headquarters of 
thought, action, and existence it- 
self. These deficiencies prevent the 
patient from breaking out of the 
cast-iton smugness that encases his 
brain, even more thoroughly than 
does the skull itself. They prevent 
him from liberating himself from 
the tyranny of his private world. 
They prevent him from becoming 
what he ought to be in the year 
1948 — not only a citizen of the 
world, but a citizen of humanity. 

So much for the two diseases. 
Now see if you don’t agree that 
the one word that covers both 
diseases is ‘‘materialism.” 

Materialism to me, Mr. Denny, 
means much more than merely try- 
ing to get possession of a shiny 
new automobile. I happen to own 
a new Studebaker myself, and it’s 
the apple of my eye. 

By materialism, I am thinking 
of the annihilation of a sense of 
proportion which makes us assume 
that our own good fortune and 
advantages are as natural as the 
earth itself. By materialism, I am 
thinking of a preoccupation with 
self of which wages and profits are 
only surface manifestations. 

By materialism, I am thinking 


undramatic outpouring of mercy 
towards the rest of the world, 
opening up our hearts and our 
homes with a sense of dedication 
that at least proves we have not 
fatally segregated ourselves 
through greatness. 

By materialism, I am thinking 
of the fact that we were willing to 
dump millions of tons of potatoes 
in order to keep prices up only a 
few months ago. 

And now, having defined ma- 
terialism, I shall attempt to define 
Christianity. My definition of 
Christianity is intended to embrace 
all other religions based not only 
upon good will, but what is more 
important upon the reciprocity of 
good will. 

Christianity is that experiment 
in the life of the mind and in the 
affairs of man, which attempt to 
make of man a cooperative rather 
than a competitive being; which at- 
tempts to give him the capacity to 
arrive at moral decisions in order 
to advance the common destiny; 
which attempts, finally, to make 
man responsive to a group con- 
science, rather than to mob impul- 
siveness. 

But, it is still an experiment. 
It will remain an experiment until 
such time as people decide that 
Christianity is not only a theolog- 
ical system, but an ethical way of 
life that has more to it than reci- 
tation every Sunday. (Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Norman Cousin 
Many of you will remember Dj” 
Ethel Alpenfels on our Town Mees)” 
ing program of about two yeai)— 
ago on the question of juveni 
crime. New York University final} 


sity of Chicago and made her a 
sociate professor of sociology, spy) 
cializing in anthropology — thi © 
ten- dollar word which simp} . 
means the study of human being) - 
She is the author of Sense all | 
Nonsense about Race and is noj 
working on a new book callqj 
Race Against Time. Dr. Alpenfel) ’ 
welcome back to Town Meetin | 
Alpenfels. (Applause.) 
Dr. Alpenfels: i 
Thank you, Mr. Denny. I thinf) 
Mr. Cousins very effectively state) 
the case for materialism in tl} 
United States today, but somehal 
as I have worked with primitij}) 
people, I find that they too ca 
state the case well. I’m thinkixj)” 
now of a group of people who ij}. 
on one of the islands in the Pi 
cific Ocean. They ate the fruit jj) 
the bunga-bunga tree, and wh¢ 
the fruit was plentiful they woul 
always invite the stranger to ed 
When the crop was scarce, th| 
asked the stranger to stay awa 
When the crop failed, they ate t 
stranger. (Laughter.) That to 
is the philosophy of materialist 


one of deep concern, when the 
(yefop fails as well as in times of 
jpplenty. For, to me, Christianity 
must be defined not in terms of its 
institutions, nor of its creeds but 
jin the terms of its moral and its 
Spiritual values. Christianity in- 
volves a belief in the sacredness, 
the meaningfulness, and the unique 
value of every human being. In 
jjthat sense, it is the very essence 
of all the religions upon which 
(Christianity is based. 

I remember that when I did first 


American Indian, and now as I 
work in the public schools here in 
jthe United States, I am convinced, 
as never before, that mankind is 
fundamentally good, and because 
‘Christianity can harness that fun- 
damental good in man, Christian- 
jity can never lose out. 


Mr. Cousins confirms what I’m 
trying to say. If our Number 2 
i disease is hardening of the sym- 
‘| pathies, that means that each one 
‘lof us has sympathies to harden. 
| Whether we speak of them as sym- 
‘| pathies as Mr. Cousins does, or as 
basic good, as I do, they have a 
peculiar vitality which materialism 
an never kill. Every child born 
into the world today is a potential 
“standard-bearer for good. 


However, in the face of the 
evidence which each one of us can 
think of tonight, it is not strange 
that we should be asking ourselves 
| whether or not Christianity is los- 
ing out to materialism. But I be- 


lieve that we will find no true 
answer of this riddle by listening 
only to the voices of the power- 
ful, to whose self-interest it is 
that materialism dominate our cul- 
ture. 

We shall find our answer in the 
unpublicized actions of ordinary 
Americans—the men and women, 
tonight, almost without realizing 


‘it, who are determining the out- 


come between Christianity and 
materialism. For this is the year, 
Mr. Cousins, when ordinary peo- 
ple, the British and the American 
Quakers, won the Nobel prize for 
peace. That, to me, is the essence 
of Christianity—that each one of 
us is personally responsible for the 
evils and the errors of our own 
society. And this is the year when 
a religious book by Rabbi Leibman 
called Peace of Mind topped the 
best-seller list for non-fiction. 
More of us are looking for the 
assutance and the reaffirmation of 
religion today than ever before in 
our history. This is a time when 
we of the United States have more 
material goods than in our entire 
history. Curiously enough, this 
year one of the most positive 
forces for educating people to the 
real and basic values of Christian- 
ity has been the editorial policy 
of many of our magazines. You 
have only to pick up a copy of 
The Commonweal magazine or 
The Saturday Review of Literature 
to read articles which are helping 
to defeat materialism. My thanks 


to Norman Cousins and to Mr. 
Paulding, the editors of those two 
magazines, and also, perhaps to 
Mr. High though he admits being 
on my side—to Mr. High of The 
Reader's Digest. 


Another example in which I be- 
lieve materialism is losing before 
the spirit of Christianity is in hu- 
man relations, for in the field of 
human relations is to be found the 
20th Century challenge to Chris- 
tianity. That is the testing ground 
today for the struggle between ma- 
terial things and men and it is 
going on in evety city in our 
country. 

One of these cities is Gary, In- 
diana. Gaty demonstrated to a 
Nation this year that people can 
live the Christian philosophy as 
well as merely talking about it on 
Sunday. It was in 1927 that Negro 
parents entered their children into 
an all-white school in Gary. The 
white children and their parents 
tebeled. The Negroes were te- 
moved. This fall, just twenty years 
later, school lines were again re- 
arranged and Negro children again 
entered Emerson School. Parents 
in that school—those children of 
1927 now grown up—again faced 
the basic issue of Christianity 
versus materialism. But this time 
the concern for property values 
and financial gain at te cost of 
the happiness and weli-being of 
many of their children lost out 
as Gary became an example to our 
country. 


You say that one example is i 
enough, but there are buadteas 
such examples in our country |p 
day. Religion and democracy |} 


inseparable. (Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: | 

Thank you, Dr. Alpenfels. dy 
next speaker had a hard time |p 
ciding whether he was on |} 
affirmative or negative of tonigh) 
question. For, like most of “1 ig 
can quite clearly give plenty | 
evidence on both sides. This is 1) 
surprising for Mr. Paulding serif 
as a captain during the first Wa} | 


ia welcoming back to Town Me} 
ing, Mr. Charles J. Paulding. 
Paulding. (Applause.) 


Mr. Paulding: } 

There seems, perhaps, to be 
possibility of confusion. 
Cousins, who is my extremely 
partner tonight has listed sop 
failings common to mankind i) 
then, perhaps, remembering wll} 
program he’s on, he alluded brie), 


) 


based on good will and the re 
procity of good will. 

Miss Alpenfels, who is not |}) 
our side, is clearly, however, || 
the side of the angels—also | 
Rousseau—but notably in regay 
to race prejudice in education. 1) 

We have yet to hear from | 


Stanley High. We can’t wait 
him and I’m not quite sure wh} 


| 


‘) he’ say, and I think it’s time, 
W it really is time that someone men- 
i) tioned Christianity with a little 
‘) more precision. It’s time some- 
one said Christianity is a fact or 
| a lie. 

It’s a fact or it’s no more than 
¢) @ well-meaning dream or utili- 
;| tarian technique, a system of 
morals that’s good for the police 


police to believe in, good for fac- 
tery worker, or good for good 


¥ look back at it or even when we 
go down the road without turning. 
Christianity is something that 
exists and does not exist simply 
because we think it exists. It is 
not Mr. Cousins’ reciprocity of 
good will. It is not Miss Alpenfels’ 
dramatic example of civic unity. 
its existence does not depend on 
jj Whether we believe in it or not, 
4 betray it or not. 
f | Christianity has nothing to do 
with the cathedrals that still stand 
or with the cathedrals that are in 
fuins, thanks to the little bombs 
‘we dropped before we dropped 
the big bomb, before we dropped 
the bigger bomb. The truth of 
,| Christianity is not magnified by 
i the number of Christians there are 
,jia the world or diminished by the 
jfumber of Mohammendans. 


9 


The battles of Christendom have 
not saved Christianity where they 
were won or in any way annulled 


‘Christianity when they were lost, 


when they are lost, when nuw 
they seem more lost than ever. 

Christianity exists outside the 
earth as does the sun and outside 
the sun, the moon, the planets, 
the entire system of space and 
time. 

Another Christmas is here, and 
Christmas, like Christianity, exists 
whatever we think of it or whether 
we think of it at all. It exists 
in Europe, even, where few can 
think about it happily with the 
postman bringing presents and the 
family united beneath the tree and 
the presents heaped up beneath the 
tree. It exists without Christmas 
cards. 


What Christians do is something 
else. That is what we're talking 
about tonight. Because of the first 
Christmas, Christianity exists for- 
ever. There’s also. always been 
on earth and in heaven—there’s 
that word that’s popped out—a 
society of people whose citizen- 
ship is known only to God. They 
formed a city of God and their 
society, which incidentally is heir 
to that of the Jews, exists forever 
only there’s no way of measuring 
it. No human can measure it. 
There is no radio rating for it. 

Christianity lives in men’s hearts 
and there only, and no one can 
or should be able to read into the 
heart of man. 


There’s a third and temporal 
society, Christendom. Christendom 
can fail—to a great extent has 
already failed, and is always fail- 


ing. : 
Christians have always been 
losing before materialism. They 


have always lost, they are always 
losing before greed and anger, 
hunger and passion, and before 
happiness and comfort, also. 

The Christian temporal societies 
in governments have failed. They 
have always been losing ground 
even when they exerted force and 
oppressed men’s consciences to 
make it look as if they were not 
losing ground. Pride and power 
have corrupted them and defeat 
has also corrupted them. There’s 
always been this constant dilution 
of Christianity in Christian so- 
cieties. But there have also always 
been Christians. 

Yet it may be that the real 
Christians in this world are like 
the bivouac fires men light in the 
desert, like the stars on a cold, 
dark night scattered above the 
desert, above these American for- 
ests and this snow—some of them 
seen, most of them not seen. No 
one but God can count them. 


There’s this society, our western 
society, that has been affected and 
influenced by Christianity and is 
now less and less affected by 
Christianity. Although the way we 
live in America—the way other na- 
tions would like to live if they 
could—is still based on Christian- 


10 


Christian influence, yet it is||\~ 
wonderful way to live. We lil 
the way we live and want more 
it. 
That is why Christianity is 1¢) 
ing ground before materialism, 
cause we have always liked n 
terialism, because man has alwaj 
loved materialism, long before 
knew its name. 

Man loves all that is opposed! 
the demands of Christianity 
Christianity is what will remaj) 
when we have done all we can |} 
accept and love the world aij 
ruin it. (Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 


near going into a ministry, a 

will feel very much at home in 
night’s discussion, but instead li 
Hh 
Science Monitor and later becatl) 
editor of the Christian Herald. 1 
was formerly a feature writer ||| 
the Saturday Evening Post and |i) 
now one of the roaming editors | 
The Reader’s Digest. Mr. Stan} 


Hall. vi A Bele yi 


Mr. High: | 
Thank you, Mr. Denny. As $ 
as Christianity is concerned, M) 
Cousins and Mr. Paulding are ||) 
old, old story. Christianity is i) 


Crucifixion. In the first century it 
} was losing out to Nero, in the 
_ third century to Gnosticism, in the 
fifth century to Manichaeism. In the 
|} 18th century it was losing out to 
| the encyclopedists and the enlight- 
-enment. In the 19th century to 
/more things than are worth re- 
/membering — Darwinism, positiv- 
ism, determinism, rationalism, hu- 
manism. 


I 


Tonight, it’s losing out to ma- 


| thing else. In Christmas week of, 

Say, the year 2047 one of Mr. 

“Denny’s successors will probably 
“invite some of our successors to 
-come solemnly together to discuss 
it. I hope they'll meet in as nice 
4) a place as this. 
Christianity never wins, but it 
| keeps on winning. It never wins 
| because man can never attain to 
the full stature of Christ. It keeps 
“on winning because the appeal of 
Christ, being what it is, man never 
| gives up trying. 

Mr. Cousins calls it an experi- 

thent. It is an experiment that is 
‘Mever completed, but always and 
‘forever fruitful. 
But our discussion tonight, Mr. 
| Denny, is at least a generation too 
late, just as Mr. Cousins and Mr. 
| Paulding are that much behind the 
times. It was in the last decades of 
M™ the 19th century and early 20th 
| century that Christianity was los- 
ing out to materialism. 


Historians call that the “gilded 


_terialism. Tomorrow it'll be some-. 


11 


era.” Mammon was its God and 
wealth was its gospel. We walked 
in our materialistic way with such 
smug and arrogant success that we 
were sure our Creator needed us 
far more than we needed Him. 
But limitations caught up with us, 
and we came acropper — three 
ctoppers, in fact. Two World Wars 
and a shattering depression were 
telescoped into the span of one 
generation. 

We have not yet exorcised ma- 
terialism, but we know now what 
it is that materialism gets us and 
in the wake of that discovery there 
is a revival of concern for things 
of the spirit. 


It was part of the materialist 
faith that science was sufficient for 
our salvation, and that the scientist 
was all the saviour we required. 
That ground is being lost to ma- 
terialism and regained for Chris- 
tianity, regained by the scientists 
themselves. 

Hardly a week passes that some 
scientist doesn’t tell us that what 
science alone is enough for is our 
destruction. Last week it was our 
foremost aeronautical scientist, 
Igor I. Sikorsky, who wrote in his 
just-published book, “The Godless 
man cannot develop into a super- 
man. He may develop into a super- 
beast, and as such he will inevit- 
ably exterminate himself.” 

A week or so before Mr. Si- 
korsky, it was the director of the 
Department of Terrestrial Magnet- 
ism of the Carnegie Institute in 


Washington who was saying the 
same thing. . 

Just before that it was Director 
of Yale Sheffield Scientific School 
who was saying “to many thought- 
ful minds, the gains of science are 
secondary and superficial.” 

Let us face the fact that what 
the world must have is a fuller 
cultivation of those qualities which 
are best termed spiritual. Mate- 
rialists may not yet have aban- 
doned their faith in science, but 
scientists are clearly abandoning 
their faith in materialism. So are 
our educators. 

Listen to one of the most noted 
of them, Eduard C. Lindeman. 
In the current issue of Survey 
Graphic, he says, “When the civili- 
zation confounds wealth and mate- 
rial improvement with true prog- 
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ress, it loses its moral perceptioy 


Now the more basic choices ¢ 
front us once more. 


acknowledge the stern truth t 


the enduring goal of life is mo 
striving. When this is again rey] 
ized, we shall have no difficulty 


asserting that morality is also 
enduring goal of education.” 


A generation or so ago, tha} 
would have been spiritual voiq 


crying out in the material) 


wilderness. Today, they are sayiij} 
-what more and more of us 


creasingly believe. Materialisti 


too many of us still are, but we) 


no longer happy about it. 


may not yet have found the ett ; 
way of life, but we know there) H 


one and we’re looking for it. 


Materialism—the god we tril) 


ETHEL J. ALPENFELS — Miss Alpenfels, | 
formerly of the University of Chicago, is 
professor of sociology at New York Uni- 


versity and consultant for the Bureau for | 
Education for New York ||| 


Intercultural 
City. 


NORMAN COUSINS—After his graduation |} 


in 1933 from Teachers College, Columbia 
University, Mr. Cousins became 2n edi- | 
torial writer for the New York Post. | 
After one year at this job he joined the 


staff of Current History where he stayed 
for fiye years as literary editor and 
managing editor. In 1940 be became 
executive editor of the Saturday Review 


Slowly aw 
painfully we are being driven |} 


of Literature, and since June, 1942, has || 


been editor. In 1934, Mr. Cousins was 
appointed publication consultant 


and | 


i 


editor of ‘‘U.S.A.’’ of the Office of War ||) 


Information. In addition to his magazine 


writing, Mr. Cousins is the author of The ||} 
Good Inheritance, The Democratic Chance, ||) 


and Modern Man Is Obsolete. 


CHARLES G. PAULDING—Mr. Paulding is | 


manging editor of the Catholic magazine ||| 
The Commonweal. i 


tito live by—is losing to Christian- 
ity, whose God we can live by. 
That accounts ‘o: the amazing up- 
wisurge of interest in religious litera- 
\iiture, fiction and nonfiction. 


That is why a great industrial 


Told,’ a drama on the life of 
Christ. 


That accounts for the fact re- 
“|ported in last week’s Collier's 
“{miagazine that there’s an unex- 
i} pected nation-wide increase in re- 
digious interest of college students, 
with some college chapels, for the 
“) first time, regularly packed for 
‘Sunday services. 


i 


_ That’s why Time magazine a few 
weeks ago carried on its cover the 
| picture of C. S. Lewis, an Oxford 
University English _ professor, 
whose fame rests solely on the 
-atdor of his Christian faith and 
the skill with which, at the ex- 
i} pense of materialism, he promotes 
‘dit. That’s why Hollywood is pre- 
‘paring to make a picture of Lewis’s 
forthrightly Christian Screwtape 


That’s why Life magazine 
‘| could head its Easter editorial, 
| “Except a man be born again, he 
|| cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 
| “Materialism and science worship,” 
said that editorial, ‘‘are in full re- 
| treat. The trend is toward God.” 
Materialistn has not lost out to 
Christianity. Doubtless it will 
never lose out completely. But it 
is losing—it is losing because we 
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have made our journey into that 
far country. We have eaten its bit- 
ter fruit, and now, like the other 
prodigal, we are coming to our- 
selves again. We will return. 
Even now, I think, we have begun 
that better journey. (Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you. Thank you, Stanley 
High. The only thing you forgot 
to mention in that convincing list 
of arguments that you gave, Mr. 
High, was the fact that “The 
Greatest Story Ever Told’ is 
heard over this network on Sunday 
night, 6:30 to 7:00 o’clock, East- 
ern Standard Time. 

Now, gentlemen, will you and 
Mr. Paulding and Mr. Cousins, and 
Dr. Alpenfels, whose name I 
really have tonight, join me up 
here around the microphone and 
carry on this discussion among 
yourselves. Mr. Cousins, why are 
you so quiet over there? Do you 
have a question you'd like to ask? 

Mr. Cousins: I was just admir- 
ing your red shirt, George. (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Mr. Denny: That’s a terrible 
thing to say. This is a Lake Placid 
shirt. You’re just jealous because 
you haven’t got one yourself. 

Mr. Cousins: Well, ’'ve got one 
upstairs. 

Mr. Denny: Oh, all right. Go 
on. 

Mr. Cousins: Mr. Paulding, you 
are good enough to throw me into 
the arms of Mrs. Alpenfels—Dr. 
Alpenfels—for which I thank you. 


Dr. Alpenfels, now that we’re to- 
gether in this, I want to say that 
I agree with you. I agree that you 
can go across the United States 
today and find many encouraging, 
many inspiring examples of the 
fact that Christianity is working. 
I agree with that. At the same 
time, if one wanted to, he could 
diaw up an equally long list—an 
equally frightening list—of griev- 
ances and discriminations and 
things to be done. But the ques- 
tion is not whether we should 
compare inventories of good 
against evil. The question is this: 
What is the job ahead of us? How 
much time do we have to do it? 


What will be required? 


The other day, I saw a long line + 


of hungry, miserable Americans 
waiting to get into Barracini’s to 
buy a five-dollar box of chocolates. 
At the time I saw that, I thought 
of the fact that all over the world 
lines were forming, people were 
waiting in line to get food—wait- 
ing to stay alive—at a time when, 
at Christmas, the Congress of the 
United States has adjourned with 
the Marshall Plan still pending— 
adjourned for two weeks. 


I'd like to be able to wish a 
Merry Christmas to people abroad 
because we have responsibility. 
That is what I mean by morality 
and that is what I mean by ethical 
Christianity. 

Dr. Alpenfels: Mr. Cousins, the 
very facts which you have stated 
tonight proves, at least to me, it 


seems, that Christianity is winn 
out over materialism. Becaused] 


because people are curious, beca! 
people are anxious, because 
ple are fearful, and are bring 
this question up, I think it pot} 
toward Christianity winning. 


i 
(3 
‘t 


Se el ee 


I do want to say this — that 
over our country as I go to | 
public schools, to the colleges, 
to lay groups, the questions why 
people ask would never have b¢ 
asked 20 years ago. They would} 
have been asked 10 years ago, ) 
it is my firm belief that Chi ; 
tianity, because people are askin} 
is winning out. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Na 
Mr. Paulding. 

Mr. Paulding: Well, Mrs. 4 
penfels, I know that everybody} 
terribly worried in America, and 
know they are turning to Chiff 
tianity, but to Christianity amo}}f 
a great many other things. 1) 
are turning to psychiatrists. Thi} 
are turning to all sorts of sof 
tions. I don’t want to be disagrd} 
able. I don’t want to be eéxclusi 
about Christianity, heaven know} 
I really would like only to ask M 
Stanley High, who quoted thy 
amazing editorial in Life, by 
didn’t quote the amazing part 
it. The amazing part of it is th] 
that magazine which goes all o 
the country asked for theology/ 
tried to rehabilitate theology. 

Now, Mr. High, have you gt 
any objection to being precise 


\ 


fo Christianity? Do you accept 
{Christianity as Mrs. Alpenfels 
talked about all religions. I think 
one of you talked about—that was 
r. Cousins—all religions of good 
iil. But it seems to me that if 
‘Americans are turning back, or if 
'|the world is turning back to Chris- 
jtianity, it should perhaps investi- 
"f ‘gate what Christianity claims to be 
‘\and what it is. 


Mr. High: Well, I’m all for the 
rehabilitation of theology, but I 
don’t think you can do it in half 
an hour—not if I know anything 
about theology and_ theologians. 
You and I are not apart in the 
matter of what we think basically 
‘Christianity ought to be but 
chiefly, tonight, we're talking 
about its external expression. 
) When Mr. Cousins talks about the 
| ‘hardening of sympathies’ and 
about the trouble he had in buying 
‘a box of chocolates— 


\h 


Mr. Cousins: I didn’t buy any. 
) I just went past. 
Mr. pene He ony bought a 


| Mr. High: I must say that I was 
‘called up by one of the officials of 
| CARE the other day who asked me 
lif there was any way by which we 
| could stop people from sending 
|so much abroad because they've 
got so far beyond their own ca- 
Pacities to handle these gifts that 
| ate now being sent abroad that 
they didn’t know what they were 
going to do with them. 

When I left home my 12-year- 
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old son was busily engaged in 
boiling down candles. Why was 
he boiling down candles? Because 
tens of thousands of school chil- 
dren all over the United States 
right now are boiling down 
candles to send to the people of 
Europe who at the present mo- 
ment have no light, either physical 
and very little perhaps spiritual. 

Mr. Cousins spoke, in a deroga- 
tory fashion may I say, about the 
action of Congress. Well, I don’t 
think Congress should have gone 
home for a vacation, but I do say 
this, that the 590 million dollars 
that we have now voted, plus the 
25 billion dollars which we have 
already since the war contributed 
to foreign nations, is the greatest 
expression of collective good will 
in all the history of human civili- 
zation, despite the opposition of 
Senator Taft. (Laughter and ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Paulding: Nobody in his 
senses would doubt that the Amer- 
icans are an extraordinarily kind 
people. We aren’t denying that, of 
course. In that sense, materialism 
is not gaining—we are very kind 
people. The point is that ethics— 
which this conversation so far de- 
spite my efforts has been concen- 
trated upon—derive from a cause, 
and the cause seems to me religion. 
Ethics do not create religion. You 
can improve ethics, but I’m wor- 
ried and I’d like to ask Dr. Alpen- 
fels whether she thinks that ,an 
ethics which have been divorced 


from the primary cause that 
created them historically in our 
society can be certain of surviving 
over a protracted length of time 
unless we return them to the the- 
ology that created them in the 
beginning. 

Dr. Alpenfels: No, I don’t think 
they can, but I think we’re in the 
process of returning to them now. 
That’s what we’re doing here in 
this country. 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Cousins wants 
to get in on this, now. Come on, 
Mr. Cousins. 

Mr. Cousins: I’m _ two state- 
ments away from Mr. High, but, 
Mr. High, yes, I agree with you, 
but it’s not enough. It can never 
be enough. Right now, we have a 
job to do: Two years ago, the 
Federal Council of Churches com- 
missioned a group to go to Europe 
to investigate the situation as it 
concerned the need for relief. We 
knew then what had to be done. 
We drenched ourselves in statis- 
tics. 

One year later we abandoned the 
UNRRA, we dumped millions of 
tons of potatoes, and now, be- 
latedly, we are coming again to 
help Europe. I just don’t under- 
stand it. I think the help must 
come at the time it is needed and 
it can never be enough. 

Mr. High: Our argument tonight 
is not about whether we are as 
good as we ought to be but 
whether we're getting better than 
what we once were. Now in com- 


paring this postwar period to 
last postwar period is this: at ||| 


our hands of mankind. In 
present war, we have complett 
turned our backs upon that 
trine and are participating 
mankind in the hope that toge 
we can achieve something 
nificant. Now that’s progress 
ward our—Mrs. Alpenfels and 
—objective, if I may: say. 
Mr. Paulding: Mr. 
course, that’s true. 
our backs on isolationism, do yy 
really, honestly, mean that yl 
think that that has something |} 
do with the Christian revival? ||) 
Mr. High: Well, when it cod} 
us 20 billion dollars it is indicati¢}) 
that we aren’t losing out to mat} 
rialism, I’d say. 
Mr. Paulding: If I may say | 
I think it may be precisely tha 
We happen to be losing out 
fear, fear of aggression against tl} 
United States. Now I don’t thir | 
that’s the motivation in the Ame 
ican people when they put up th 
money. But I don’t think thi} 


that can be completely neglectet} 


Mr. Denny: I hate to stop t | 
very interesting discussion, but | 
know the people out there in th} 
audience here want to get in of 
this so while we prepare for o | 
questions, I’m sure that you, ov 
listeners, will be interested in thi 
following message. 

Announcer: You are listening 
America’s Town Meeting of th 
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we are discussing thé question, ‘‘Is 
t) Christianity Losing to Material- 
ism?” This is the kind of discus- 


read and refer to again. So, for 
your convenience, copies of to- 
including the 


Meeting Bulletin. You may secure 
your copy by sending 10c to Town 
Hall, New York 18, N.Y. If you 
would like to have the next eleven 
issues starting with this week, en- 
close $1.00; for 26 issues enclose 
$2.35; or for a full year, enclose 
$4.50. Remember the address, 
Town Hall, New York 18, N.Y., 
and please allow two weeks for 
delivery. 
Now, here is Mr. Denny. 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: Now with this rep- 
'| fesentative Lake Placid Club au- 
dience, we start our question 
| period with the gentleman in the 
tear of the hall who has a question 
" for Dr. High. 

Man: Is it not profoundly sig- 
) nificant that outstanding realistic 
! writers on public affairs, such as 
| Dulles or Bullitt, insists on real 
to sur- 


If you knew the number 
'of things I left out of my speech 


of it. So the mere fact that I only 
said what I said is Mr. Denny’s 


Mr. Denny: ‘Thank you. The 
i) gentleman at the rear of the hall. 
Man: Mr. Chairman, my ques- 
} tion is addressed to Mr. Cousins. 
| It might be addressed to the other 


members of the panel. They all 
imply that materialism is evil. I 
wonder if materialism isn’t just the 
application of a scientific method 
with our salvation depending on 
the discovery and applicaton of 
successful techniques. If that’s 
materialism, I wonder if that is 
evil. 

Mr. Cousins: Vm afraid I[ 
wouldn’t agree with that definition 
of materialism. My own defini- 
tion, the definition that I use, and 
I believe Mr. Paulding used and 
I believe the others on this pro- 
gram tonight used, was the wor- 
ship of goods, material possessions, 
as ends—almost as ideals. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now 
the gentleman here. 

Man; My question is addressed 
to Mr. Paulding. If Christianity 
is losing out, why do materialistic 
empires rise and fall while 
Christianity after two thousand 


years, is still very much in evi- 
dence? 

Mr. Paulding: 1 tried to make 
that entirely clear in what I said 
because Christianity must endure 
and cannot lose ground or gain 
ground — Christianity fundamen- 
tally. What is called Christendom 
which is a temporal society in- 
fluenced, more or less, by Christian- 
ity at given moments can fail. That 
is, the great Christendom of the 
West in the Middle Ages certainly 
has collapsed. There are no more, 
strictly speaking, Christian coun- 
tries, acting entirely on Christian 
motives in their public acts. That 
is what I mean by failure. I never 
said that Christianity failed; I said 
exactly the opposite. ; 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now 
the gentleman back there in the 
hall. 

Man: This question is for Dr. 
Alpenfels. Do you agree with Dr. 
du Noiiy, author of Human Des- 
tiny, that man has now completed 
his biological evolution and is just 
beginning his moral evolution? 

Dr. Alpenfels: No, I don’t. I 
think that man still is in the pro- 
cess of biological evolution. The 
only thing is that his moral evolu- 
tion hasn’t kept up with his bio- 
logical evolution. I think that 
our problem is that the world is 
moving so fast that we can’t keep 
up with it and it isn’t the bomb 
that we talk about so much that 
is going to harm us, it’s the men 
who drop the bomb. Man’s bio- 


logical evolution is going on. 
moral evolution is really, I beliew) 
just beginning. (Applause.) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. 
Paulding wants to comment 
that. 
Mr. Paulding: I just would li 
to ask Dr. Alpenfels — I caaj 
understand, it seems to be beyoa|| 
all my understanding how anyboi 
can talk about moral evolutialj 
There’s either right or wrong aij 
there has been since the beginnis} 
of the world and as an anthr 
pologist she knows that there hd 
It can be governed by conditioj) 
around it. ‘| 


But tonight we're talking, 1 
it has happened since Christian 
existed. Now once that’s givedy 
lution can keep up with 
mechanical invention of bomigf) 
ie 
that it was wrong to drop thi 
bomb on Hiroshima after the wi) 
wide world is necessary to kno 
that that was a sin. 
agree on that about the bomb. Bi 
about moral evolution, if you thin} 
at it, we say, for example, the} 
is no such thing as a human valu) 
human nature, makes that huma}) 
society progresses, as we begin ¢} 
understand that no people in th] 


thought, about moral evolution 
I fail to see what great moral e I 
We know it’s wrong. We kad 
was over. No evolution in thy 
Dy. Alpenfels: Mr. Paulding, |) 
of it as the anthropologist lool) 
in the sense that each group, 
nature, that human value. As o i 


‘vorld has ever been able to ob- 
ctively look at themselves, we 
vill begin to evolve morally, and 


Man: My question is for Dr. 
igh. Are Christianity and ma- 
‘erialism diametrically opposed? 
Could scientists teach Christianity, 
and churchmen teach scientific 
brinciples? 

Mr. High: I don’t think ma- 
terialism and Christianity are nec- 
essarily opposed in the sense that 
all of us are involved in a world 
where materialistic endeavor be- 


e getting and acquiring of things 
as an end in themselves. I cer- 
inly don’t think that there’s any 
lecessaty or basic opposition be- 
tween the two because as long as 
this is the kind of world we are 
living in, we’re going to have to 
Give a good deal of our energy and 
time and resources to materialistic 
endeavor. It’s when those become 
Our ultimate objectives that they 
then become an evil. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Mr. 
Paulding? 

Mr. Paulding: I just wanted to 
Say to Mr. High that that sounded 
a little negative to me. After all 
‘there is the incarnation and the 
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body and the earth are no longer 
ours to deal with as we wanted to 
before. They are absorbed into 
redemption and the entire point is 
the moral absolute, the moral cer- 


‘titude, of faith which subordinates 


materialism and enobles material- 
ism. Our bodies after all, to a be- 
liever, are taken into Heaven in a 
strange but perfectly practical and 
real way. That is the great dif- 
ference between paganism and 
Christianity—that the world has 
been and is being redeemed. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Mrs. 
Alpenfels has a comment. 


Mrs. Alpenfels: I just wanted 
to say something from the stand- 
point of the biologists. There is 
no conflict between evolution and 
religion, as the biologist sees it 
nor as the churchman sees it. And 
I wanted to quote the Catholic 
church. They say we have no 
quarrel with evolution so long as 
the scientists say that evolution is 
a process and God is behind that 
process. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now 
the young lady down here. 


Lady: My question is addressed 
to Mr. Paulding. If Christians are 
losing ground to materialism, what 
other religion provides a better 
solution to anti-materialism? 

Mr. Paulding: Well, I don’t 
want to go off into comparative 
religions. I should say that for 
our society there was no alterna- 
tive whatever. Christianity is the 
only possible solution in our society 


that has a chance. Now, various 
other things — Buddhism and the 
rest—look as if they abstracted 
themselves from materialism but 
their spirituality seems not entirely 
the Christian ideal at all. But in 
our world, here — now — in this 
country and in Europe, it is a 
question of the struggle between 
Christianity which is, as we just 
said, not the absolute opposite and 
antagonist of materialism, but 
something that puts life into the 
material as it has put a soul into 


the body. That’s the struggle. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Over 
here, please. 

Man: Mr. Cousins, we can’t take 
part in this debate in the manner 
that you can, but I think in view 
of the fact that the Russians— 


Mr. Cousins: Vil be here fol- 
lowing debate. 

Man: That’s splendid. Can I 
I see you outside? 

Mr. Cousins: Certainly, inside or 
outside. 

Man: One of the problems 
facing this country today and par- 
ticularly North America is the fact 
that we fear that we’re facing com- 
munism and the Russian ghost. 

Mr. Denny: That’s the subject 
of another Town Meeting. Would 
you just make this a question 
please? 

Man: Well, this question is on 
that subject, sir. In your diagnosis 
of our illness, do you think that 
Christianity in the United States 


or Russia is losing most to 
rialism? That is the questio 

Mr. Cousins: Is Christianit} 
didn’t quite get that. Is Chrisy 
ity— | 

Mr. Denny: Losing most in |f 
sia or the United States. 

Mr. Cousins: Well, here 
hope that Christianity has a chat} 
I suppose that’s one of the py 
cipal objections. against qj 
munism. Does that answer yj 
question, sir? So far as I kale 
the function of the church in E 
sia is severely circumscribed. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. 
haven’t quite answered his 
tion, but let’s go on to the g 
man over here, yes? 

Man: Dr. Alpenfels. Do 
feel that the American people |})) 
following the Christian policy}} 
being sincerely desirous of doj} 
without material goods in orden) 
supply Europe with the necessii|) 
of life? it 

Dr. Alpenfels: I think my |} 
swer to that right now is “oi 


i 


_ ———_ 


our subject tonight is “Is Christi) 
ity Losing to Materialism?” aij 
I believe it isn’t, ’m looking at 
simply from how it was in t| 
past. I believe as we look at t} 
past, we in America are doing mq 
than our parents would have doj| 
or grandparents would have do} 
20 to 50 years ago. 


_| Mr. Denny: Thank you. 
Paulding? 

_ Mr. Paulding: Ym back again 
yn that question simply because 
t seems to me so childish to sup- 
sose that we can have gone 


Mr. 


e. have come over the whole 
tld and not have learned any- 
I said at the begin- 


‘}—American leadership—would be 
lind beyond any possibility of 
description if we didn’t try to save 
. what was left of our civilization 
‘Yn the world by helping Europe. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. The 
vifady in the back of the hall. 

_ Lady: My question is addressed 
‘0 Mr. Bigh. When we pile up 


Hard for security in ae ways, 
liane we not completely material- 


Mr. High: Well, I think that’s 
yoing a little far. I work hard. 
‘|The amount of money I have piled 


materialistic—not when it comes 
‘o managing what is in the bank. 
‘Buc I don’t think the fact of our 
‘tying to be industrious and frugal 


fecurity for the inevitable retire- 
nent that one of these days we 
‘hope will come means that we’re 
iven to materialism. If the amount 
we pile up in the bank becomes a 
arge amount, then certainly 


i 
ip 


ind provide some measure of 


whether or not we’re materialistic 
depends upon the way and the ex- 
tent to which we act as trustees 
for this money which has been 
committed to us. 

I say in line with our argument 
to night that there are more people 
in America today who have that 
feeling of trusteeship towards their 
possessions than there were five 
years or ten years or twenty-five 
years ago. The man who hoards 
wealth merely for the sake of hav- 
ing it, is more discredited today 
by far than he was in the days of 
25 years ago. 

Mr. Denny: You mean Horatio 
Alger is not the best seller. 

Mr. High: That’s right. 

Mr. Paulding: 1 just want to 
intervene there to say that the 
tragedy in America are the tech- 
niques by which people have to 
save their families from starvation. 
They are sometimes forced to work 
under conditions—and I’m not 
talking about rich people now, I’m 
talking about some of the poor— 
which force them into a material- 
istic life, a life of misery. There 
can be no spiritual life without a 
basic security for the family. That 
is why if we could get away from 
it here by developing more agri- 
cultural life, by returning to a 
saner and more ordered economy, 
the question would not arise in 
this very sharp contrast between 
materialism and spirituality. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Mr. 
High? 


Mr. High: Well, it seems to me 
our argument constantly gets back 
to whether or not we are as good 
as we ought to be, which isn’t 
the argument at all. I don’t think 
the health of a society can gen- 
erally be judged in terms of our 
consciousness of how good we are. 
The health of a society can be 
judged in terms of our awareness 
of our imperfections. 


We still have a long ways to 
go, but the hopeful thing about 
contemporary American society is 
our consciousness of our sins. As 
long as we continue to be aware 
of that consciousness, we've got 
some chance for progress in our 
direction. (Applause. ) 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Maybe 
the one thing we’re aware of to- 
night in discussing this question, 
“Is Christianity Losing to Ma- 
terialism?” is, as Mr. High says, 
a helpful and hopeful sign. Now 
in summary, we will have a final 
word from each of our speakers. 
Here is first, Stanley High. 

Mr. High: What is remarkable 
about this debate and incidentally 
pretty conclusively proves the 
thesis of Dr. Alpenfels and me, 
is that whatever we think about 
the respective position of ma- 
terialism and Christianity, we're 
agreed as to what that position 
ought to be. No one tonight had 
a good word to say for material- 
ism. All the good words were said 
for Christianity. That’s a sign of 
progress. 
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Twenty-five years ago, in 1) 
hey-day of H. L. Mencken a 
Calvin Coolidge, that would} 
have been the case. if 


Materialif) 
would have had friends and Chil)” 
tianity would have had enem 


ing to Christianity is that toa) 
evetybody agrees it ought to lof) 
(Applause.) 1) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Nd 
Dr. Alpenfels. a 

Dr. Alpenfels:; No one wh, 
deny the strength of materiali#)) 
ot the forces of materialism |}), 
shaping the world and Amerif) 


been far stronger and by virtue|}) 
the fundamental goodness of ma}: 
because man is man, Christian 
can never die. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, 
Alpenfels. Now a word fr 
Mr. Charles Paulding. 

Mr. Paulding: Yve tried, 
only thing I have tried to do}/p 
to emphasize the need for a t | 
ology. It is a word now in d 
credit. It is, however, the attem 
to note precisely what we belie ; 
and if we don’t know what }}) 
believe we’re lost in a mist | 
good intentions and then the 
heritance of the past, which s#j 
sustains us here imperfectly, li} 
something remembered from chill] 
hood, eventually may be lost all 
and when it’s lost, good intentiaj) 
will not help. (Applause.) 


i 


Mr. Cousins: Mr. Denny, Id 
like to remind our listeners that 
the debate tonight is not Chris- 
“lanity versus Materialism which 
‘’m afraid we have been getting 
into, but whether our beliefs are 
losing to materialism. I agree with 
Mr. High that Christianity will 
survive materialism just as it has 
survived all the other “isms” he 
inventoried so ably. I think good 
will triumph in the end. What 
Weoncerns me is the meanwhile. The 


The real question is whether we 
are doing enough, here and now, 
tain that we and our children can 
live in a world where men can 
reath deeply and freely, a world 
fit for human beings and inherited 
by human beings and not by things 
less than men. (Applause.) 

| Mr. Denny: Thank you, Nor- 
man Cousins, Ethel Alpenfels, 
Charles G. Paulding, and Stanley 
High for your forthright answers 
to our questions and your courage- 
‘Ous discussion of the issue—a very 
difficult subject you will all agree, 
iPm sure. We'd like to hear from 
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you, our listeners what you think 
of your program which you sug- 
gested. Our thanks also to our 
host, the Lake Placid Club, Mr. 
Charles E. Todd and his able staff 
for their excellent co-operation. 

Remember if you want a copy 
of tonight’s discussion, you can 
get it by sending ten cents to 
Town Hall, New York 18, New 
York. Next week while we are 
still up here in the Adirondacks, 
our program will originate from 
Saranac Lake, where we'll be the 
guest of station WNBZ and the 
Saranac Lake Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Our subject in response to your 
requests will be “Which Road to 
Peace in 1948?” Our speakers will 
be Wilbur S. Forrest, assistant 
editor of the New York Herald 
Tribune; Dr. Harold Taylor, presi- 
dent of Sarah Lawrence College; 
Mr. William L. Laurence, Pulitizer 
prize winning science writer on 
the N. Y. Times; and Cord Meyer, 
Jr., president of the United World 
Federalists, and author of Peace 
or Anarchy, Plan to be with us 
next week and every week, at the 
sound of the crier’s bell. (Ap- 
plause.) 
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